The 2026 Chevrolet Trax 1LT Midnight Edition Subcompact SUV

You Are What You Drive - A Bottom Line Review
By Tony Leopardo - The Car Guy © AutoWire.Net

What is a Trax? The Trax is a subcompact SUV built in the Changwon, Korea, assembly plant and sold worldwide by Chevrolet. The 2026 Trax is a budget friendly crossover that starts around $21,700. It features a 137 HP horsepower turbocharged 3 cylinder gas engine with front wheel drive FWD, and it gets an EPA estimated 30 MPG in combined driving, with generous passenger and cargo space for its class.

The Midnight Edition is an affordable crossover that has a blacked out appearance package. Built on the mid tier LT trim, it mates the gloss black exterior accents and black alloy wheels with an upgraded 11" inch center stack infotainment touch screen display.
Performance and Specs:

Engine: 1.2L turbocharged inline 3 cylinder engine
Power: 137 HP horsepower with 162 lb-ft of torque
Transmission: Has a 6 speed automatic transmission
Drivetrain: Comes only in front wheel drive FWD
Fuel Economy: EPA estimated 28 mpg city, 32 mpg highway and 30 mpg combined
Cargo Space: 25.6 cu. ft. behind the rear seats and 54.1 cu. ft. with seats folded down
Midnight Edition Features The Midnight Edition is a specialized exterior styling package exclusive to the LT trim. It adds a set of 17" inch high gloss black alloy wheels,
a high gloss black grille bar and front and rear fascia accents, a pair of high gloss black mirror caps, black roof rails, and has black Chevrolet bowtie emblems and dark badging.
LT Equipment & Tech:

11" inch diagonal HD color touch screen
8" inch digital color driver information center gauge cluster
Wireless Apple CarPlay and Android Auto capability
Standard Chevy Safety Assist with automatic emergency braking, lane keep assist, and pedestrian braking.
To showcase this 2026 model this week Chevy sent me a Trax 1LT to test drive and review. The base window sticker price for this Midnight Edition is $23,200. The options on the SUV are: the sunroof package for $895, the driver confidence package for $795, the Midnight Edition package for $695, and the LT convenience package for $595. The manufacturer's suggested retail price, MSRP, including the $1,795 delivery charge is: $27,975.
After adding in the state and local sales tax, plus the DMV and dealer fees, the out the door and in your garage total purchase price came to $31,472. At just 472 bucks over $31 Grand you get Chevy's subcompact SUV that gets a nice 30 MPG in everyday driving. Plus this crossover has the Sunroof Package that adds a power glass moonroof with a manual retracting shade to let in the sun and the moon on those warm summer days. 

The 2026 Chevrolet Trax 1LT, often just called the LT trim, Midnight Edition gives you a budget friendly front wheel drive subcompact SUV outfitted with an aggressive blacked out cosmetic package, an 11" inch touchscreen infotainment system, heated front seats, and a 137 HP horsepower turbo inline 3 cylinder engine.
The Midnight Edition option upgrades include a set of high gloss black 17" inch aluminum alloy wheels with black center caps, blacked out bowties in the front, rear, and on the steering wheel, plus black interior badging. It also has a high gloss black front grille bar, black front and rear fascia accents, black side view mirror caps, and black roof rails for extra utility.

The LT convenience package upgrades to heated front seats, a heated wrapped steering wheel, keyless open and keyless start, heated outside mirrors, automatic climate control and rear USB ports, standard Chevy safety assist with automatic emergency braking, lane keep assist with lane departure warning, forward collision alert, and front pedestrian braking.
Driving the 2026 Chevrolet Trax 1LT Midnight Edition feels light, agile, and surprisingly fun for a budget friendly subcompact SUV. It combines an easygoing car like ride with sharp black styling accents, a punchy little turbo engine, and a surprisingly roomy cabin, that rates well above its price tag. It's quick and responsive off the line, making city driving and darting through traffic effortless, and it has just enough power for merging, though the 3 cylinder engine can sound a bit loud if you push the gas pedal hard. This engine is bolted to a smooth 6 speed automatic transmission sending power exclusively to the front wheels, as no all wheel drive option is available.
The ride and handling feels crisp, with confident steering and the brake pedal feel gives it a nimble, athletic character. The ride quality is comfortable and composed, though tuned a bit on the firm side over sharp road bumps. The cabin noise is kept to a minimum, as the active noise cancellation technology helps lower the outside wind and road noise, making the interior relatively quite.
Overview: The Midnight Edition adds black mirrors, a gloss black grille bar, and matching black badging for a stealthy, sharp look. Tech wise the LT features a clean digital setup with an 8" inch digital gauge cluster and a 11" inch center stack touchscreen featuring wireless Apple CarPlay and Android Auto. The Trax has excellent rear legroom and wide opening doors, meaning adults can sit comfortably in the back, and with the rear seats folded flat it has lots of extra cargo space for your daily everyday errands.
So, who is the real buyer of a Chevy Trax? The real buyer of a 2026 Chevrolet Trax 1LT Midnight Edition is a budget conscious urban commuter, or a first time car buyer, who wants a stylish and modern looking subcompact SUV, without paying the big buck prices. They like the blacked out trim and the sporty look of the Midnight Edition, with the comforts of the higher LT trim, while keeping the total out the door price close to the $25,000 to $30,000 mark.
To buy your own brand new 2026 Trax, call, click or visit your local Chevy dealer for a test drive, and a bottom line price review on the 1LT Midnight Edition SUV. And remember that the base price for a new Chevy Trax starts at only $21,700. 
For 2026 Chevrolet's core brand tagline remains - Together Let's Drive - and Chevy is heavily featuring a major revival of its classic - The Heartbeat of America - slogan as part of the special nationwide 250th anniversary campaign of America.
The key to life is to learn something new every day, and by reading my Bottom Line review, I hope you did just that, learned about something new and exciting. So, be smart, stay safe, and just breathe. Remember, You Are What You Drive, and maybe, just for those reasons alone, you should Drive one, Buy one, Today. Drive safely, have a great day, and enjoy the ride, as the future looks nice and bright - Tony the Car Guy.

This Bottom Line new vehicle review is a Nut & Bolt and Dollars & Sense editorial provided by Tony Leopardo. Tony the Car Guy is an automotive writer, editor and publisher in the San Francisco Bay Area. If you have a question, or comment for Tony, send it to tonyleo@pacbell.net and visit AutoWire.Net at www.autowire.net 
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